132	THREE  YEARS  OF CALM BEFORE  THE STORM
the younger officers of the Japanese Navy were definitely opposed
to the building of big ships and were in favour of small ones.
" THE IMPERIAL NAVY MUST BE AVENGED "
November 2, 1934
We have a first-hand report of a meeting at the Young Men's
and Ex-Soldiers' Association in Kobe, where a Lieutenant-Colonel
Matsumoto, a member of the staff of the Commander of the Fourth
Division of the Army, made an inflammatory address of which the
gist was as follows :
 1.	The outcome of the Naval Conference is immaterial in that
Japan now has a preponderance of warships of the class desired,
and will continue to maintain this advantage. Japan is in a position
to defeat America at any time, and, in fact, any other country or
combination of countries.
 2.	American duplicity during former naval conferences degraded
Japan, and this insult to the Imperial Navy must be avenged.
 3.	After all, America is the one nation that stands in the way
of justice, and the long list of insults from that country must be
wiped out, and to establish Japan as the just ruler of the world
America must be crushed.
 4.	America, formerly the richest and most opulent nation in
the world, has become weak and flabby through dissipation and
now is the time for Japan to prove the worth of her inheritance
of the Tamato Damashii.
 5.	War is surely coming and all must be prepared so that a
successful outcome may be assured.   The Japanese Army is now
waiting for the time to act, and the ex-service men and reserves
must be prepared at any time to be called to the colours, which
.will probably be by the end of this year, or early next year.   No
ex-service man should leave his district unless on very urgent
business, and then only for a very short time,
 6.	Japan has never lost a war and never will.
When one considers the impressionable age and somewhat limited
outlook of the young persons who usually attend these meetings,
speeches of the type reported seem dangerous and may easily lead
to incidents, particularly at this time when there is more or less
excitement over the London naval conversations. I shall bring the
matter informally to Hirota's attention.
ENTERTAINING BABE RUTH
November 6, 1934
Motored Babe Ruth, Lefty O'Doul, and Shiro Akaboshi, champion
of the Tokyo Golf Club, to Asaka for golf, where we managed to
finish about fourteen holes in spite of the camera men who pursued

